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Instructions:  Choose and carefully read one book from this list.  You will have a written-

response type test on your chosen book during the first three days of class in August, 2017. 

 

Robert Lipsyte, Center Field.   
Mike has his junior year well under control.  He's got a solid group of friends.  He's dating Lori, one of the hottest 

girls in school.  And Coach Cody has has all but given him the starting spot as the Ridgedale Rangers' varsity center 

fielder.  And then Oscar Ramirez shows up.  Oscar is an amazing ballplayer, as talented at the plate as he is in center 

field, and it's not long before Mike loses control.  He's on the bench, he's getting into fights, and he finds himself in 

weekend detention with Kat Herold, the most mysterious, abrasive, alluring girl in school.  Mike is lost, confused, 

and looking to Coach Cody to help him get back on track.  But the coach has his own set of rules for Mike to play 

by, and the decisions Mike makes are going to impact more than just the starting lineup. 
 

Melissa Walker, Small Town Sinners.   
Lacey Anne Byer is a perennial good girl and lifelong member of the House of Enlightenment, the Evangelical 

church in her small town.  With her driver's license in hand and the chance to try out for a lead role in Hell House, 

her church's annual haunted house of sin, Lacey's junior year is looking promising.  But when a cute new stranger 

comes to town, something begins to stir inside her.  Ty Davis doesn't know the sweet, shy Lacey everyone else does.  

With Ty, Lacey could reinvent herself.  As her feelings for Ty make Lacey test her boundaries, events surrounding 

Hell House make her question her beliefs. 

 

Theodore Kazimiroff, The Last Algonquin.  As recently as 1924, a lone Algonquin Indian lived quietly in 

Pelham Bay Park, a wild and isolated corner of New York City. Joe Two Trees was the last of his people, and this is 

the gripping story of his bitter struggle, remarkable courage, and constant quest for dignity and peace.  By the 1840s, 

most of the members of Joe's Turtle Clan had either been killed or sold into slavery, and by the age of thirteen he 

was alone in the world. He made his way into Manhattan, but was forced to flee after killing a robber in self-

defense; from there, he found backbreaking work in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Finally, around the time of the 

Civil War, Joe realized there was no place for him in the White world, and he returned to his birthplace to live out 

his life alone―suspended between a lost culture and an alien one. Many years later, as an old man, he entrusted his 

legacy to the young Boy Scout who became his only friend, and here that young boy's son passes it on to us. 

Laurie Halse Anderson, Chains.  As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own 

fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate 

become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American 

Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he 

encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but 

when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with 

freedom.  From acclaimed author Laurie Halse Anderson comes this compelling, impeccably researched novel that 

shows the lengths we can go to cast off our chains, both physical and spiritual. 


