
Summer Reading for Reading 8:  You will have an assignment covering your summer reading 

book during the first few days of class in August. 

Markus Zusak, The Book Thief.  It is 1939 in Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never 

been busier, and will become busier still.  Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches 

out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help 

of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during 

bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.   In superbly crafted writing that burns with 

intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most 

enduring stories of our time. 

 

Summer Reading for English I: You will have an assignment covering your summer reading 

book during the first few days of class in August.  

 

Ruta Sepetys, Shades of Gray.  Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet 

officers invade her home and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, 

her mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their 

lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her 

drawings of their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's 

prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? 

 

Summer Reading for English I Honors: You will have an assignment covering both of your 

summer reading books during the first few days of class in August. 

Ruta Sepetys, Shades of Gray.  Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet 

officers invade her home and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, 

her mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their 

lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her 

drawings of their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's 

prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? 

Betty Smith, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.  The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the 

turn of the century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with compassion 

and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and 

idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and 

inspired millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, 

the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family 

connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich 

moments of universal experience. 


